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THEATRES. 
COVENT GARDEN. 


This house opened for the season 
on Thursday. The performances 
commenced with “ George Barnwell,” 
the regular stock play on the first 
night of a new pantomime, and cer- 
tainly the best; the plot is so well 
known, that notwithstanding the noise 
generally on these oceasions, the au- 
dience know pretty well what it is all 
about. The pantomime is called 
** Crotchet and Quaver, or Music for 
the Million.” A very good title, and 
our expectations were on the qui vive 
that the story would be carried out to 
the full extent; but in this particular 
we were disappointed. However, 
sufficient is done by way of i for 
a pantomime ; to give the full parti- 
culars of which we have not space 
this week, therefore we shall merely 
speak of it as a whole, and in a word— 
it wants curtailment and much more 
rehearsing before it can be seen to ad- 
vantage. The scenery, which forms 
the principal feature, is very splendid, 
it is by Marshall and J. Mackfarren. 
The gloomy cave of Harsh Discord, 
is a well conceived scene, and is both 
clever and whimsical. Groves of | 
Beauty and Bowers of Pleasure, is , 










another very effective specimen. The 
glowing Star of Concord may be 
ranked amongst the best. Some of 
the tricks are good, but did not work 
well; a scene of aclock manufactory 
is the best. There are a great num- 
ber of persons engaged in it; we 
think too many, they must be in each 
other’s way. Here we have two Co- 
lumbines, Mesds. Massall and Ryalls, 
Harlequins, Mr. Smithers and some 
one whose name is unknown, Panta- 
loons, Blanchard and Gouriet, and 
Clown, Mr. C. Marsh. The latter 
gentleman is new to a London stage, 
it appears to us he is used to the ring 
and not the stage, two distinct per- 
formances; he is devoid of that hu- 
mour we have been accustomed to 
see ina pantomime. ‘The other ar- 
tists exerted themselves very effec- 
tively. In the second scene we were 
much pleased by a duet sung by Miss 
Fitzjames and Miss L. Lyon; it was 
encored, and very deservedly so. The 
former lady, as Silver Heeled Mer- 
cury looked and acted with a grace 
rarely equalled in such parts; her 
dress was really splendid, and’ her 
beautiful figure that was encompassed 
by it was worthy of such a garment. 
This young lady is a rising actress, 
and is very useful in the characters 








THE THEATRICAL TOURNAL. 409 


played by Mrs. Humby. We must 
not forget to ey a just tribute of 
praise to the Carlowitz family, who 
we think are equal to the Risleys— 
the boy is much younger, and we 
think equally clever. The pantomime 
was quite successful—but more anon. 





DRURY LANE. 

After the opera of the ‘‘ Daughter 
of St. Mark” was played on Thurs- 
night, the new pantomime was pro- 
duced. It is founded on a very old 
but interesting story—that of ** Ro- 
binson Crusoe, and his Man Friday.”’ 
It is got up with all the splendour 
usually put in practice in the produc- 
tion of such pieces. Numerous hits 
at the political and public events of 
the day are introduced, although none 
of a very effective nature ; the tricks 
are few but tell well. The perform- 
ers in the harlequinade exerted them- 
selves to great advantage. Messrs. 
Howell, Payne, Wieland, T. Mat- 
thews, and Miss Causton, were very 
much applauded, and the pantomime 
was quite successful for a first night’s 
representation, The house was full 
in every part long before the per- 
formances began. 


PRINCESS’S. 

The holiday folks were here re- 
galed with a new version of the fa- 
mous melodrama of ** The Miller 
and his Men,” with some beautiful 
scenery by Messrs. Beverley and 
Aglio, some capital processions, some 
amusing dances, tarantellas, and 
polkas, some parodies, and much bit- 
ing satire. The burlesque is con- 
cocted by Mr. G. A’Becket, whose 
name, without the intrinsic merit of | 
the piece itself, is sufficient guarantee 
for something truly Punch like. Iry, 
the opening scene the old ditty, 
‘* When the mill goes,” was sung by 
the millers, with dresses the bodies of 
which represent windmills, and the 
arms made to represent the sails. The 
robbers’ cave, with the procession of 
bandits, &c. bearing banners, with 
the words *' Talacre Coal,” “ Cheap 
Clothing,” “ Pennsylvania Bonds.” 








“ Loan Societies,” and other jokes 
on the numerous humbugs of the 
day, was much relished. Mr. and 
Miss Marshall were encored in a pas 
de deux, and Miss Stanley, Oxberry, 
and Compton went through their 
respective characters with the greatest 
eclat. ‘The blow up, a la Bradwell, 
is a capital piece of machinery, 
and produced a glorious effect. Mr. 
A’Beckett has again prodaced a 
comic gem of the first water, which 
we hope will last till Easter. 





SADLER’S WELLS. 

Mr. Greenwood, the prince of pan- 
tomime writers, has brought out this 
season one of the best that has been 
produced for years—-the title at once 
is striking. Who is it that has not 
read of the famed Robin Hood and 
Little John, or the Outlaw of Sher- 
mood Forest?—It may be we area 
little prejudiced in favor of the title, 
having been born and educated at the 
far-famed and enlightened town of 
Nottingham, close to the forest where 
this said Robin Hood, with his archers 
bold, regaled themselves with the fat 
deer and the rare Nottingham ale.— 
Alas, those days are gone, and we 
suppose will never return. The fo- 


rest that was is now become a large ~ 


village ; and instead of fat deer graz- 
ing, now may be seen hundreds of 
starving poor, who know not how to 
get a nieal frem day to day. But td 
our task, for this is not introduced in 
the pantomime, although we have in- 
troduced it in our remarks. The 
first scene opens with a view of Merre 
England in the olden time. Old Eng- 

d discovered surrounded by his 

ubjer s, Old King Cole, Tom Thumb, 
Alfred, §c. A crying is heard, and 
the King is told it is Young England 
who is taxed to such an extent he can- 
not bear them; to which the King 
replies, fal de ral!—he has borne 
them long enough, now let the young 
one take a share. This is a very droll 
scene, and the allusions tell well. The 
second scene opens and discovers 
dioramic illustrations of Peace, Wealth 
and Happiness — Young England 


ws 





os 


-— ~ 


—  _-—_ - -— =-—- =< Th wm 


ee ll 


il 








410 THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


showing the ancient sports, and wish- 
ing to restore them; and here soine 
allusion is made to the drama and 
science— 
Shakspeare turned out of doors:by dancing 
Belles, , 
And finds a refuge at Old Sadler’s Wells. 
After which enters Robin Hood, and 
the ancient sports begin, when a 
trial of archery takes place, and the 
successful candidate is to marry 
the daughter of Squire Gamewell.— 
Little John is the successful one, and 
him and his tair one proceeds to Friar 
Tucks to get wedded. Here Robin 
Hood again makes his appearance, 
and interrupts the ceremony. The 
genius of Young England appears 
and changes the characters to Har le- 
quin, Clown, Pantaloon, and Colum- 
bine, and Mr. Stilt, as the Sprite.— 
The opening is exceedingly funny, 
and the ‘scenery throughout beautiful 
Mr. Fenton, as very much improved 
of late in thy department.. The music 
which is by Mr. W. Montgomery, is 
entirely original and very appropriate, 
containing many sweet strains. Of 
the principal actors we can speak in 
great praise. Mr. C. Montgomery, 
who is aclever Clown, has displayed 
great judgment in the getting up, and 
is deserving of credit. C. Fenton, 
as Harlequin, is full of activity, and 
his dancing is very neat and graceful. 
Gramani is the best Pantaloon of the 
day, and the nearest to poor Barnes 
we remember. The Columbine of 
Miss Waite may vie with any other ; 
she appears to enjoy the dancing, and 
we should suppose is @ very agree- 
able partner to Harlequin. The 
house was crowded, and the panto- 
mime very successful. 





ADELPHI. , 
“ Harlequin’s Cats’ Castle’ .s- 
plays some good scenery, but Vy," 
few even moderate hits. Mr. T. Ire-. 


land is but a weak quiet Harlequin !* 


he wants a few more lessons in spirit 
and dancing to bring him above me- 
diocrity. C.J. Smith should never 
have been persuaded to represent 
Clown —his Harlequin is the best on 

















the boards, but what ceuld have in- 
duced him to change his character we 
cannot think. The tricks were pretty 
good, but taking this pantomime as a 
whole, it is one of the poorest of 
1844, 





STRAND. 

The “ Christmas Carol’’ has been 
revived, and, with a new farce called 
the ** Chinese Exhibition,” on which 
we must defer our opinion till next 
week, and the burlesque of the 
“ Knight and the Sprite” formed the 
Christmas attractions. The house 
was very full. 


BATTY’S. 

On Thursday night was produced 
at this house, as usual, a * Grand 
Comic Equestrian Pantomime,” en- 
titled ** Harlequin and Johnny Gil- 
pin’s Ride, or the Black Witch of 
Edmonton,” written by Nelson Lee. 
The house was crowded in every 
part, and of course no peace was 
obtained from the gods until the ris- 
ing of the curtain for the pantomime. 
We have not much space at present 
to do full justice to the merits of this 
well-written and extremely well got- 
up piece; but we just notice one or 
two scenes more comic than the rest ; 
one where Gilpin’s wife and family, 
after sundry mishaps, are pretty un- 
comfortably jammed into a veryjsmal] 
old-fashioned cart, and are just about 
to start, when, through the mischief 
of Gilpin’s apprentice, the shafts are 
unfastened from the horse, and_ con- 
sequently the weight behind over- 
balances the concern, and the whole 


j\are precipitated head over heels on to 


the stage: this was very well done, 
and brought down torrents of ap- 
plause. The only other scene we 
can notice now is an “ unaccount- 
able” speech on a “* countless” num~ 
ber of “ account books” by a certain 
‘* unaccounting” churehwarden,— 

amely, Mr. Barry in a black cloak. 
\ © must just mention that Mr. Barry 
was loudly called for on the con su 
sion of the pantomime. ,; We, must 
not omit to name the first appearance 






































ofa new candidate (in London) for 
public approbation, namely, Mr. Se- 
lim Bridges, who is a very clever 
equestrian, 





Evrerrron Sociery.—-Handel’s 
unsurpassed oratorio, ‘ The Messiah,’ 
was performed by this society on 
Monday. The room was well at- 
tended, though not so full as on the 
occasion of the last concert. Miss 
Sara Flower, Miss Ward (now Mrs. 
Newton), Mr. Leffler, and Mr. Red- 
fearn, were the vocalists. The gems 
of the night were Lefiler’s “ Why 
do the nations,” and “ The trumpet 
shall sound,” accompanied by Battley ; 
Mrs. Ward’s “I know that my Re- 
deemer,” and Sara Flower’s ‘ He was 
despised.” Miss Flower’s rich con- 
tralto seemed fully appreciated; in 
fact, in the absence of Mrs. Shaw, we 
know of no English vocalist capable 
of such effect. Redfearn was at best 
but tolerable, his voice was thick, 
probably owing to a cold—-not even 
this considered, we cannot award him 
much praise. The choruses were 
well executed, more especially ‘“ For 
unto us a child is born;’ which did 
the greatest credit to the society, ¢nd 
their conductor, Mr. Holderness. 


CHIT - CHAT. 


Mr. Charles E. Horn, will give the first 
of a series of four Lectures on the Music of 
different nations, at the Mechanics’ Institu- 
tion, on Weduesday, the 15th of January. 

One of the things to be remembered at Cirist-. 
mas. That Private Boxes are only made to 
hold six, and that mothers should not try to 
cram eight children into them, besides her- 
self, papa and governess. 

Mr. Editor,—Have you ever noticed the 
eternal crimson damask with which the 
stage tables and chairs are covered at the 
Victoria—go to our friend Os’’s house at 
Balham, and the same meets your eye, from 
the Bed to the Dining Rsoms. Os. seems 
so fond of this everlasting stuff that his 
friends have christend him the un-dye-ing 
one. Yours, Tue GAsMAN, 
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THINGS THAT ARE NOT TRUE. 

It is not true that Osbaldiston has cleared 
five thousand pounds by the Victoria this 
season, or that the seats in the Pit require 
repairing, there not having been any -audi- 
ences to wear them out. 

It is not true that Mr. Keeley quarrelled 
with Mrs. K. because she would not allow 
him to play Harlequin, 

It is not true that the best Mock Turtle 
Soup is to be had at the Cock, near the Ex- 
change, as spicy an article may be had at 
the Albion, Bucklersbury. 








MADAME TUSSAUD’S. 


AGNIFICENT ADDITION. 


George I., in the full Robes of the Thistle; 
George II. in the Robes of the Garter; George IIT. 
in those of St. Patrick; the Duke of Kent in those 
of the Bath—being the na‘ional orders of the House 
of Brunswick; the Group in honor of the Duke of 
Wellington; the Robes. ef George the Fourth 
restored to their original beauty; the relics of 
of Napoleon: R. Cobden, Esq.,; Tom Thumb— 

** This exhibition in its present state is one of 
the very best sights in the metropolis, and abounds 
with such a variety of objects that itis a matter of 
surprise how so many things cduld have been 
brought together.”---Times. 

MADAME TUSSAUD & SONS’ EXHIBITION 
of WAX-WORK, Baker Street, Portman Square. 

Admittance Is. second Room 6.-.; open from 11 
till 4, and from 7 till 10. Music every evening. 


IN EIGHT LESSONS, 


RITING, BOOK-KEEPING, 


&c.—Persons of any age, however bad their 
writing, may in Eight Lessons, acquire permanently 
an elegant and flowing style of Penmanship, adapt- 
ed either to professional pursuits or private corre- 
spondence. Arithmetic on a method requiring only 
one third the time and mental labour usually re- 
quisite. Book-keeping as practised in the Govern- 
ment, banking, and merchants’ offices, Short-hand, 
& 





Cc. 

Apply to Mr. Smart, at the Instifution, 7, New 
Street, Covent Garden, leading to St. Martin’s Lane. 

“Under such instructors as Mr. SMart, penman- 
ship has been reduced toa science, and the acquisi- 
tion of what is called a ‘ good hand,’ rendered but 
the “labour of an hour!”— Polytechnic Jourual. 

“« We advise all bad writers to apply to Mr. Smart, 
who will speedily render them accomplished in the 
Calligraphie Science.” — The Evening Star. 

“Mr. Smant’s mode of teaching is a vast im- 
provement upon any former system which has come 
under our inspection.”—London Journal of Com- 
merce. 

NO CHARGE FOR ADMISSION, 
ITY CONCERT ROOM, Dr. 
JOHNSON’S TAVERN, Bolt Court, and 
Three King’s Coust, Fieet-street. The publicis most 
respectfully informed, that this favorite piace of 
public entertainment is opened every evenlng at 
Eight o’Clock precisely, when a variety of concerted 
pieces, overtures, glees, duets, sentimental and 
comic songs, are perfosmed. Supported by Messrs, 
R. J. Smith, Rennie, Bland, G. Genge, H. Giffin, 
Penniket, Moody,and Hare. Pianist, Mr. Wilson. 

This Room is celebrated for the pureness of its 
Ventilation; although acompany of nearly 300 enjoy 
the delight of a cigar nightly, not the least incon- 
venience is perceivable. 
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